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News from the Management Committee  
 
BAWA runs an Interclub Teams of four competition each year, with red points for participants and cash prizes for the 
best placed clubs. SPBC performed well this year with third places in the Open and Intermediate sections. In the 
Novice section, SPBC was the only unbeaten team overall, however missed out on the top place as WABC’s fewer 
wins were larger. The Novice team placed second. 
 
The ABF has implemented a Covid policy requiring all players in national face-to-face competitions to be fully 
vaccinated before playing. BAWA is in the process of finalising its policy for open red and gold points events in WA, 
and the SPBC Management Committee is likely to adopt the same policy as that of BAWA. This may require all 
players at club sessions to be fully vaccinated, or have an exemption. Further information will be provided in the 
December newsletter. 
 
While this may seem draconian, all members should be well aware of the average age of our players! It wouldn’t be 
too much of a stretch to suggest that we all fit into a high risk category for Covid. Enough said. 
 
On more exciting news, SPBC now has an electronic payment system! It is currently set up for vouchers and the bar, 
however Vice President Tony and Treasurer Shane are working on how it can be efficiently used for membership 
fees, that will become due in January. 
 
On 28 January SPBC will hold the Australia Wide Open Pairs event and will provide subsidised participation for all 
club members. 
 

SPBC Mixed Pairs Championship 
 

 
 
Trevor and Leone Fuller (pictured with President Danny Ravn) beat the other 23 pairs for 1st place. Doreen Jones and 
Bob Prince were 2nd, with Danny and Jeannie Ravn (pictured with Past President Jan Howell, who directed the event) 
in 3rd place. 
 

Joan Prince Memorial Swiss Pairs & Golden West 
 
The Joan Prince event, which used to be called the Swan River Swiss Pairs, is arguably the most prestigious event on 
the annual WA calendar. In normal years, it attracts a number of high calibre interstate players. SPBC member Bob 
Prince handed out its generous cash prizes, including to fellow club members Fiske Warren, who won the event 
overall (with partner Kaiping Chen) and Leone Fuller and Marnie Leybourne, who placed third. 
 
The Golden West Swiss Pairs Congress was also won by SPBC members, Doreen Jones and Rez Karim. 
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Latest Promotions 

Bronze National Master: Alfred Leung 
Regional Master:  Regina Ryan and Jane Walker 
Silver Local Master:  Michelle Pollock and Steven Kemp 
Bronze Local Master:  Janet Jackson, Eugene Quinn, Ron Townsend, Dick De Graaf and Sue Howe 
Local Master:   Daphne Andersen and Sebastiano Bianchini 
Club Master:   Narelle Hall 
Graduate Master:  Alan Bollands, Rachel McRae, Gail Wray, Tino Kapfumo and Garry Mullin 
 

Active ethics 

We all (hopefully!) play bridge for fun. However, we should also all be playing as ethically as possible. It is very 
important to maintain a poker face; shaking your head when partner doesn’t lead the suit you wanted is, to put not 
too fine a point on it, cheating. It also makes partner feel bad and definitely won’t improve his/her game. 
 
Being courteous at the table also makes the game more fun. This includes undertaking any action that needs to be 
taken prior to looking after yourself. What does this mean? When you are on lead, make your lead BEFORE you start 
writing the contract on your personal traveller. When you are dummy, PUT DUMMY DOWN before you fill out your 
traveller. It makes the game go more smoothly and will also save some time for those players that are slow. 
 

Improving your bridge 

One of the most popular bridge books of all time was written by Marty Bergen, called “Points Schmoints”. In other 
words, don’t just evaluate hands by points alone. This hand, which came up at a recent SPBC Friday afternoon 
session, demonstrated Marty’s premise beautifully, even though I let my partner down…  

♠ K 6 3 
♥ Q 4 
♦ K Q J 8 7  
♣ K J 2 

♠ 8 
♥ J T 9 7 5 2 
♦ 3  
♣ A T 9 8 4 

I opened 1NT, partner transferred me to hearts 
and bid 4H, a great bid with only five points – 
schmoints! 
 

 
Unfortunately, I had all the wrong cards. Exchange the spade King AND the KQJ of diamonds with just one Ace and 
4H makes. 
 

 

 
 

SPBC Melbourne Cup Day 

 
Members enjoyed the usual sparkling 
wine, food, bets and bridge as well as a 
hat parade featuring some unusual 
creations! 
 
 

Remember, everyone comes to the club to enjoy companionship and 
bridge. We must all do our part to make the club a great place to be, and 
that includes kitchen duties just one month a year… Thank you! 


